Purpose:. Adenosine, generated by CD73 is a key driver of immunosuppression in the hypoxic tumour microenvironment (TME). In immune-inflamed tumours, with CD8+ T-cell infiltrates, adenosine signalling is a cause of resistance to immune checkpoint therapies (ICTs) through the inhibition of T-cells, NK cells and more largely of the overall antitumor immunity. Evotec and Exscientia are collaborating to develop a drug discovery platform for accelerating small molecule development in Immuno-Oncology targeting this adenosine pathway.
